Hong Kong & Macau

Join us in “China beyond China.”  These two cities, formerly British and Portuguese colonies, have anomalous and special histories that contribute to shaping 21st century China’s economy, politics and culture.  Predominantly peopled by Southern Chinese, the local cultures of these cities have developed quite separately from that of Mainland China during the last century.

We will read and hear from writers  and thinkers who can speak to the various literary and cultural expressions that define contemporary Hong Kong and Macau.  The group will be headed by Xu Xi, one of Hong Kong’s leading English language writers and a native daughter of the city.  You will have the opportunity to meet local cultural figures in intimate, informal settings who will share their work and thoughts.

8 days, 9 nights May 21 to May 29, 2006

Authors:  Abby Frucht, Philip Graham, Robin Hemley, Xu Xi.

Participants should plan to arrive in Hong Kong no later than Sunday evening, May 21 (Night 1) and be ready to join the group on Monday morning, May 22.  The following program is tentative and subject to change, but is a reasonable representation of the schedule and events.

Day 1/Night 2

8:30 am
Breakfast and introductory session.  We talk about the writing process and what we all hope to achieve for our own work.   Sign ups for manuscript consultations for those participants who have applied to do so.  All authors will be present.

10:00 am
An informal talk/discussion on the contemporary literary and cultural landscape of Hong Kong both in its local and intra-Asian context by Xu Xi and Robin Hemley.  

11:45 am
Depart for lunch at noon.

Noon
Classic dim sum lunch at Luk Yu, a long-established Chinese tea house in Central, the business district of Hong Kong.

1:30 pm
2 - 3 hours “flex time” for writing, one-on-one manuscript consultations, shopping, sightseeing or jet lag napping.  Xu Xi will accompany all interested participants on a sojourn by foot and tram along the waterfront districts of Hong Kong island, which may include Western, Sheung Wan, Central,  Admiralty and Wanchai (the red light district of “Suzie Wong” fame) where some of her own fiction is set.

5:00 pm
Reconvene at Robert Black for a reflection on the authors’ life when we travel.  What do we take away from being “at large” that is unique to the profession of writing?  We also welcome a sharing of work by any participants who have written in the afternoon.

7:30 pm
Dinner with Nury Vittachi, Hong Kong’s top comic writer in English and author of the internationally acclaimed Feng Shui Detective series as well as several novels, essay collections and children’s books.  His clever linguistic wordplay is the subject of critical study. A former humor columnist for leading newspapers and magazines in the region, Nury is a popular figure who is in demand as an after-dinner speaker.  He will read/speak to the group.  Dinner location to be determined.

Day 2/Night 3

8:30 am
Breakfast followed by 2 to 3 hours “flex time”

11:30 am
Depart for lunch talk at the University of Hong Kong with Agnes Lam, a leading Hong Kong poet in English.  Her books include two poetry collections Woman to Woman and Water Wood Earth Splendor.  She is also a lecturer at the English Center and a linguistics scholar.

1:45 pm
Travel to Kowloon on the Star Ferry, a historic form of public transportation across the harbor long before the underwater tunnels were built for a visit to the Hong Kong History Museum in Hunghom.

4:00 pm
Meet with Martha Cheung, director of Baptist University’s Translation Center and editor of Collage, a collection of Hong Kong prose in translation by some of the city’s contemporary Chinese language writers.  Martha will speak about her book and introduce us to some of local literature.

Evening
Dinner on your own.  We encourage participants to join up with like-minded members in the group for further literary discussions.

Day 3/Night 4

8:30 am
Breakfast followed by 1 1/2 to 2 hours of “flex time”

10:30 am
Informal craft talk by Abby Jauss

Noon
Lunch on your own

1:30 pm
Choice of activity – either go for a nature walk to one of Hong Kong’s surprisingly rural areas – some possibilities include the Maclehose Trail; a trip to Lamma Island; High Island Water Scheme in Sai Kung, OR take a cultural walk – some possibilities include the antique and art areas of Sheung Wan and Western; the Film Archive in North Point; the Art Museum and Cattle Depot (historically preserved artist colony and gallery exhibit space) in Kowloon.

Evening
Drinks and dinner at the Foreign Correspondents Club with Mike Ingham, a long-time resident and professor at Lingnan University’s English department, where he teaches Asian literature and drama.  He is co-editor with Xu Xi of City Stage and City Voices, two anthologies of Hong Kong writing in English including Playwriting, Prose and Poetry.  Most recently, he authored a cultural guide to Hong Kong for the “Cities of the Imagination” series.  Mike is also an active member of the local dramatic scene and will speak about contemporary Hong Kong culture.

Day 4/Night 5

8:00 am
Depart for Macau by hydrofoil.  Arrive and check in.

Lunch at the Portuguese (Military Club – need to get correct name).

2:00 pm
Leisurely stroll through the main center of the city by the harbor.

3:30 pm
Informal talk about Portuguese literature and the Portuguese diaspora by Philip Graham.

5:00 pm
1 1/2 to 2 hours of flex time.

Evening
Chinese dinner followed by screening of Evans Chan’s film “The Map of Sex and Love.”  Evans is an acclaimed independent filmmaker from Hong Kong and Macau whose credits include several features and documentaries

Day 5/Night 6

8:30 am
Breakfast followed by 2 to 3 hours of flex time.

11:30 am
Depart for Taipa Island (need name of restaurant) for lunch with Andrew Moody, an American resident who teaches at the University of Macau will speak about living in this Southeastern Chinese city.  A linguistics scholar and formerly resident in Hong Kong, he can offer insights on local culture and the expatriate experience.

3:00 pm
Discussion of reading packet (includes stories, cultural essays, poems, history covering Hong Kong and Macau)

5:00 pm
Visit University of Macau for reading by local poets Chiu Man Yin and Chris Kelen (& others perhaps?)

Dinner with poets.

Day 6/Night 7

8:00 am
Breakfast followed by 2 to 3 hours of flex time

11:30 am
The China Question: an informal lunch time discussion about the role of Hong Kong and Macau in their post-colonial, post-handover status as “special administrative regions” of China.  Led by Xu Xi (ideally with a local cultural figure)

3:00 pm
A shared work session, where participants and the authors read short excerpts of their writing.  The focus will be on work written since embarking on this sojourn.

Dinner and casino visits for interested participants.

Day 7/Night 8

8:30 am
Breakfast followed by 1 to 2 hours of flex time

10:30 am
Visit to cultural sites OR a walk through the rather hilly streets.

Noon
Lunch on your own.

Afternoon departure, return to Hong Kong

Evening
(find event – e.g.: attend reading by local writers or arrange a film screening)

Day 8/Night 9

8:30 am
Breakfast followed by 2 to 3 hours of flex time’

11:30
Depart for lunch at the Peak Café.  We will ride up the Peak Tram, of “Love is a Many Splendored Thing” fame, a film starring Jennifer Jones and William Holden, based on the novel by Han Suyin.

3 pm
Visit to local bookstores OR a cultural walk/trip – some possibilities include the infamous Chungking Mansion, portrayed in independent filmmaker Wong Kar Wai’s early feature film Chungking Express.

Wrap up dinner and final discussion of the life of authors at large. 

Day 9 

Depart Hong Kong.

